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QUEENS CIVICS' CALL FOR REAL PROPERTY TAX REFORM

In testimony presented today (Friday, March 2, 2007) to the New York City Council
Committee on Finance, chaired by Councilman David I. Weprin, the Queens Civic Congress
[QCC] called real reform of the New York City Real Property Tax and Assessment System. The
statement, presented at City Hall by QCC Executive Vice President Corey B. Bearak (North
Bellerose Civic Association), follows:

Thank you for affording the Queens Civic Congress the opportunity to comment on the
City Real Property Tax and Assessment System. The Queens Civic Congress, an umbrella group
of 100 civic organizations, welcomes today's oversight hearing on ‘“Property Tax
Assessments”and expresses the hope that after this hearing concludes, we can soon look forward
to “Day One” of the implementation of a fair and equitable system that no longer discriminates
against the low, moderate and middle income homeowners and tenants when it comes to
assessing real property and levying the real estate tax.

Spare me a moment to quote from the Queens Civic Congress Platform:

Implement Co-op and Condo Property Tax reform without shifting any burden to
owners of one, two or three family homes. Capture upwards of one billion
dollars in lost real estate tax revenue based on illegal uses and improper property
classifications through a combination of fines and improvements in the
classification of real property.

For some five years, the Queens Civic Congress with a membership that represents
almost every community in the borough, has advocated this reform. Our annual comments on
the Mayor's Preliminary Budget and the Proposed Executive Budget press this need. In my
testimony last month at Queens Borough Hall, we noted our real property tax reform
and report for the Drum Major Institute for Public Policy indicate how conservative that number
is today. In the attachments, I discuss in greater detail the problem and solutions.

- over, please -


http://coreybearak.com/projects/the_property_tax.shtml
http://www.timesledger.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=13788884&BRD=2676&PAG=461&dept_id=542415&rfi=8
http://www.timesledger.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=13569894&BRD=2676&PAG=461&dept_id=542415&rfi=8
http://www.timesledger.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11846522&BRD=2676&PAG=461&dept_id=542415&rfi=8
http://www.timesledger.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=10880113&BRD=2676&PAG=461&dept_id=542415&rfi=8
http://www.timesledger.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=10676497&BRD=2676&PAG=461&dept_id=542415&rfi=8
http://www.timesledger.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=8391988&BRD=2676&PAG=461&dept_id=542415&rfi=8
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Bottom line, our tax reform proposal will help more New Yorkers who need the help —
Middle, moderate and lower income homeowners and tenants with tax bills that approximate the
payments made before the infamous 25 percent (that was the actual percent increase on
homeowners' bills when the rate increased 18% a few years back taking into account the actual
22% hike on homeowners on top of the increase property tax assessment). These homeowners
need $100 a month, not $400 per year. The Queens Civic Congress proposal does that.

Something remains really wrong when a system perpetuates inequities such as a co-ops
along the perimeter of Central Park paying less — based on effective tax rates -- than a typical
homeowners. Something remains wrong when I scour the real estate pages of my daily
newspapers and find million dollar homes that pay less taxes than my simple home. Something
remains wrong when City Hall rejects the “absentee owner” reform at the heart of our core
proposal and then uses the same information as the standard necessary to qualify for its meager
rebate.

The conceptual solutions is simple. The means necessary requires changes in state and
city laws. Why not commit to the solutions outlined in the attached documents? Why not
commit to the reforms needed to make it happen? We identify where to impose equity based on
a property's use and occupancy; we identify substantial revenue; we identify how to employ this
revenue to address inequities. We need to keep housing affordable in this site. Property tax
reform goes a long way to ensuring modest housing that predominates in Classes 1 and 2 remain
or return to affordability.

The Queens Civic Congress stands ready to work with our elected officials to realize this
significant reform. Thank you.
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